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NFL FOOTBALL PICKS
NFL Landscape 

It's Monday, which can only mean one thing: I stayed up until 3 a.m. last night writing this newsletter 
that touches on everything you need to know about Week 14, and let me just say, it's probably for the 
best that you read this. We covered all 11 games from Sunday, which means we likely spent some 
time talking about your favorite team. One thing we do every week is hand out our weekly winners 
and losers from Sunday's action. Here's a look at who made our list.  

    Winner: Brock Purdy. In a span of eight months, this Mr. Irrelevant went from being the final pick 
in the draft to beating Tom Brady. The 49ers only asked Purdy to throw 21 passes on Sunday, but he 
made the most of those with 185 yards and two touchdowns. He also had a rushing touchdown on a 
day where the 49ers destroyed the Bucs 35-7. Putting your season in the hands of a rookie QB is 
usually a disaster waiting to happen, but the 49ers look like they could still be a dangerous team 
come playoff time, even with Purdy running the show. 

    Loser: Geno Smith. After playing phenomenal football all season, Smith seemed bound for an 
eventual letdown and that letdown finally came on Sunday. In a 30-24 loss to the Panthers, Smith 
made multiple bad throws, including two first half interceptions that led to 10 points for Carolina. The 
first pick gave the Panthers possession at Seattle's 13-yard line while the second one put the 
Panthers at the Seahawks' 39. 

    Winner: Dan Campbell, Jared Goff, Jameson Williams. I could have put the entire Lions roster 
here. The Lions look like a dark horse playoff contender thanks to Campbell, who has this team 
playing its best football of the season. A big reason they're on such a roll is because of Goff, who is 
proving that he might be the QB of the future in Detroit. And let's not forget about Williams, who 
played in his second game of the season Sunday (he played just six offensive snaps the week 
before) and marked the occasion by catching a 41-yard TD with his first career NFL reception.  

    Loser: Deshaun Watson. The Browns (5-8) have arguably looked worse since Watson returned 
and that's not what you want to see when you're paying a QB $230 million in guaranteed money. In 
his two games on the field, the Browns have only managed to score one offensive touchdown.   

    Winner: Every team in the NFC South besides the Buccaneers. The Buccaneers (6-7) got beat 
down on Sunday, which was bad for them, but good for everyone else in the division. The Panthers 
(5-8), Falcons (5-8) and Saints (4-9) all picked up some ground on the Bucs thanks to the loss. The 
biggest of winners was probably the Panthers, who now control their own fate. If the Panthers win 
their final four games (Steelers, Lions, at Buccaneers, at Saints), then they'll take home the NFC 
South crown.   

    Loser: The Titans offense. If the Titans fired their GM after their last loss, they might want to fire 
everyone after this loss. The Titans jumped out to a 14-7 lead against the Jaguars, but the offense let 
that melt away by turning the ball over FOUR times, which the Jags converted into 20 points. Ryan 
Tannehill was responsible for two of the turnovers while the other two were on Derrick Henry. When 
those two guys are BOTH turning the ball over, the Titans have no chance of winning. 

Week 14 grades: 

Cowboys get a 'C' for unimpressive win, Lions earn an 'A-' for beating down Vikings

Every week I hand out grades, and this week, we almost failed the Vikings and we weren't overly 
impressed with the Cowboys, who almost lost to the Texans.

Here's a look at the grades from two notable games played Sunday:

Cowboys 27-23 over Texans:



    Texans grade: B-. The Texans gave the Cowboys their best shot, but this is the Texans we're 
talking about, so obviously that best shot wasn't enough. Houston had Dallas on the ropes for most of
this game thanks to Tremon Smith and Chris Moore. Smith picked off Dak Prescott twice, including an
interception that set Houston up at Dallas' 4-yard-line with just under six minutes left, a pick that could
have iced the game if Houston had been able to score. As for Moore, he came out of nowhere to 
catch 10 passes for 124 yards. This game was a fun ride for the Texans (1-11-1), but it's probably for 
the best that they lost since it now puts them one step closer to locking up the first overall pick in the 
2023 NFL Draft.

    Cowboys grade: C. The Cowboys (10-3) were on the cusp of being one of the biggest upset 
victims in NFL history, but then Dak Prescott saved the day with a game-winning 98-yard TD drive in 
the final minutes. The Cowboys got off to a hot start with a TD on their opening drive and they ended 
strong, but everything else in-between was pretty ugly, including their three turnovers. The defense 
didn't play its best game, but it did come up with a goal line stand with just under four minutes left to 
play that made the comeback possible. In the NFL, it doesn't matter how you win, it just matters that 
you won and the Cowboys stayed alive in the NFC East race with this win. 

Lions 34-23 over Vikings

    Vikings grade: D. The Vikings defense has been having some serious issues over the past few 
weeks and those issues continued in Detroit. For one, the defense surrendered more than 400 yards 
for the fifth straight game and the unit got crushed by big plays, including two TD passes of more than
40 yards. Justin Jefferson, who finished with 11 catches for a franchise-record 223 yards, tried to 
carry the Vikings offense, but he got zero help from anyone else. The Vikings (10-3) have now lost 
three games this season and all three of those have been by double-digits, which doesn't exactly give
you much confidence about this team's chance of winning games come playoff time. 

    Lions grade: A-. Lions coach Dan Cambell decided to throw the kitchen sink at Minnesota this 
week and it worked. Not only did he call for a successful fake punt on fourth-and-8 from his OWN 26-
yard line, but the Lions also iced the game with a third-and-7 pass to offensive tackle PENEI Sewell. 
Jared Goff continues to lead one of the most exciting offenses in the NFL. Goff threw for 330 yards 
and three touchdowns for a Lions offense that has now scored 31 points or more in four of its past 
five games. Although the Lions (6-7) didn't bother trying to stop Justin Jefferson, they did shut down 
everyone else, and that strategy somehow worked. If the Lions can sneak into the playoffs, they could
be a dangerous team.

With the NFL season coming down to the home stretch, now seems like a good time to take an 
extensive look at the playoff picture heading into Monday's game. 

Here's a look at the top seven teams from each conference:

AFC

1. Bills (10-3)

2. Chiefs (10-3)

3. Ravens (9-4)

4. Titans (7-6)

5. Bengals (9-4)

6. Dolphins (8-5)

7. Chargers (7-6)

First teams out: Jets (7-6), Patriots (6-6)



MNF game could actually have an impact on the AFC playoff race and that's because the Patriots will 
move up to the seventh-seed if they can beat the Cardinals. At one point this season it looked like we 
might see all four AFC East teams make the playoffs, but with the Dolphins and Jets in a free fall right
now that doesn't really feel like it has a chance of happening. 

NFC 

1. Eagles (12-1)*

2. Vikings (10-3)

3. 49ers (9-4) 

4. Buccaneers (6-7)

5. Cowboys (10-3)

6. Commanders (7-5-1) 

7. Giants (7-5-1) 

First teams out: Seahawks (7-6), Lions (6-7)

With their win over the Giants, the Eagles became the first team to officially clinch a playoff berth this 
year, which means there are only six spots left that are up for grabs in the NFC. 

At the bottom of the NFC playoff standings, the Giants and Commanders are sitting at sixth and 
seventh spots, but that's likely not going to be the case much longer since the two teams will be 
playing each other this week. The loser of that game will have an uphill battle to make the playoffs, 
but the winner will be in great shape when it comes to making the postseason. It's also worth noting 
that the NFC South now feels completely up for grabs since the Bucs only have a one-game lead 
over both the Falcons (5-8) and Panthers (5-8).

12 crazy facts from Week 14

    Mr. Irrelevant make history with another Mr. Irrelevant. The player taken with the final pick in an 
NFL Draft is known as Mr. Irrelevant and for the first time in NFL history, two Mr. Irrelevants scored in 
the same game. The 2022 Mr. Irrelevant Brock Purdy had a rushing TD against the Buccaneer while 
2009 Mr. Irrelevant, Ryan Succop, had an extra in Tampa Bay's 35-7 loss to San Francisco .  

    Hurts so good. With one rushing TD against the Giants, Jalen Hurts now has 10 for the season, 
making him the first QB in NFL history with 10 rushing TDs in back-to-back seasons. He also joins 
Cam Newton as the only other quarterback in NFL history with multiple seasons of 10 or more rushing
touchdowns. 

    High-flying Eagles. With 48 points against the Giants, the Eagles have now scored at least 35 
points in three straight games, which is the team's longest streak since 2002. 

    All-around awesome. With a 57-yard fumble return against the Chargers, Tyreek Hill is now the 
first player in the Super Bowl era to record a receiving TD, a rushing TD, a kick return TD, a punt 
return TD and a fumble return TD over the course of his career. Hill also broke the Dolphins' single-
season franchise record for receiving yards and he did it in just 13 games. Hill has 1,460 on the 
season, which broke the record of 1,389 that Mark Clayton set in 1984. 

    Mac attack. Christian McCaffrey scored a rushing TD and a receiving TD against the Buccaneers, 
marking the 11th time in his career that he's pulled that off, which is tied with Jim Brown for the fourth-
most in NFL history. Only Marshall Faulk (15), Lenny Moore (12) and Brian Westbrook (12) have had 
more.

    Vikings might be overrated. The Vikings have been outscored this year by one point, which 
makes them the only team in NFL history with at least 10 wins through 13 weeks to have a negative 
point differential. The 10-3 Vikings have a worse point differential than the 5-8 Jaguars (0) and the 6-7



Lions (+1). 

    Justin Jefferson continues to be awesome. The Vikings receiver set the franchise record for 
most receiving yards in a game when he racked up 223 against the Lions. The previous record 
belonged to Sammy White, who totaled 210 receiving yards during a game in 1977. 

    Josh Allen moving up the record book. The Bills QB had his 24th career game with a pass TD 
and a rush TD, which puts him in a tie with Fran Tarkenton for the fourth-most in NFL history.  

    Broncos can't beat Patrick Mahomes. Patrick Mahomes is also now 10-0 against the Broncos, 
which makes him just the fourth quarterback in NFL history to face an opponent at least 10 times 
while winning every game. The only other quarterbacks in this exclusive club are Andrew Luck (11-0 
vs Titans), Tom Brady (10-0 vs Falcons), and John Elway (10-0 vs Patriots) 

    Travis Kelce hits 10K. With 71 yards against the Broncos, Kelce officially hit 10,000 receiving 
yards in his career, making him just the fifth tight end in NFL history to hit that number. Kelce reached 
10,000 yards in just 140 games, which is impressive when you consider the next quickest to that 
mark was Tony Gonzalez, who needed 177 games.

    Andy Reid doing it right. With the Chiefs' victory over the Jaguars, Reid has now reached 10 wins
in eight consecutive seasons, which makes him just the third coach to hit that mark, joining Bill 
Belichick and George Seifert. Including his time with the Eagles, Reid has 17 career seasons with at 
least 10 wins, which is the third most in NFL history behind only Belichick (20 seasons) and Don 
Shula (20 seasons)

    Evan Engram comes out of nowhere. With 11 catches for 162 yards and two touchdowns for 
Jacksonville, Engram became the sixth tight end in NFL history with at least 10 receptions for 150 
yards and two touchdowns in a game. The other other tight ends to hit those numbers in a single 
game are Travis Kelce, Darren Waller, Shannon Sharpe, Todd Christianson and Kellen Winslow Sr. 
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PRO FOOTBALL BEST BET

MINNESOTA - 5 Over Indianapolis by 14
Saturday Game

The Indianapolis Colts and the Minnesota Vikings meet Saturday in NFL action from US Bank 
Stadium. 

The Colts are 4-8-1 overall this year. Indianapolis lost to the Cowboys in their last appearance. 

As for Minnesota, they’re 10-3 overall and fresh off a loss to Detroit. 

Indianapolis started out their year at 3-2-1 through six games, then hit a losing streak to the Titans, 
Commanders and Patriots. 

After a win over the Raiders, the Colts would then fall to the Eagles, Steelers and Cowboys.

In the Cowboys matchup back on December 4, Indianapolis trailed 21-19 going into the final quarter. 

The Colts gave up a crazy 33 points in the fourth and lost 54-19. 

QB Matt Ryan threw for 233 yards with two scores and three picks. Alec Pierce caught four balls for 
86 yards and a TD.

Over on the Minnesota side, they’ve managed wins over the Packers, Lions, Saints, Bears, Dolphins, 
Cardinals, Commanders, Bills, Patriots and Jets. 

The three losses have come to the Eagles, Cowboys and Lions.

On Sunday in the Detroit game, the Vikings gave up points in every quarter on the way to a 34-23 
loss. 

Quarterback Kirk Cousins threw for 425 yards with two touchdowns. Justin Jefferson had a career 
day on 11 receptions for 223 yards as well.

The Colts are 5-1 ATS in the last six Saturday games and 2-5 ATS in their last seven overall.

 Indianapolis is 2-6 ATS in their last eight road games.

Meanwhile, the Vikings are 8-2 ATS in their last 10 in Week 15 and 5-2-1 ATS in their last eight 
overall. Minnesota is 3-7 ATS in their last 10 in December.

Minnesota had a pretty one-sided attack going against Detroit in their last game, posting 416 total 
yards—with 394 of those being passing yards. 

The Vikings ended up with 23 first downs, two lost fumbles and a 4-of-10 rate on third-down 
conversions in that defeat. 

Speaking of Indianapolis, they’re coming off a weird loss to Dallas featuring five turnovers and 4-of-13
on third downs. 

The Colts have been below 20 points in each of their last three games and that said, Minnesota 
should be able to handle the Colts at home. 

Note that Indianapolis is 2-6 ATS in their last eight road games. Vikings by two touchdowns.
Projected Score: Minnesota 30, Indianapolis 16
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PRO FOOTBALL BEST BET

BUFFALO - 7 Over Miami by 17
Saturday Game

The Miami Dolphins and Buffalo Bills meet Saturday in week 15 NFL action at Highmark Stadium.

 The Miami Dolphins have split their last 10 games. The Buffalo Bills have won 4 straight games.

The Miami Dolphins have split their last 6 road games. 

Tua Tagovailoa is completing 65.5 percent of his passes for 3,004 yards, 22 touchdowns and 5 
interceptions. Tyreek Hill and Jaylen Waddle have combined for 2,463 receiving yards and 12 
touchdowns, while Trent Sherfield has 26 receptions. 

The Miami Dolphins ground game is averaging 89.8 yards per contest, and Raheem Mostert leads 
the way with 610 yards and 3 touchdowns. 

Defensively, Miami is allowing 24 points and 350.8 yards per game. Jerome Baker leads the Miami 
Dolphins with 83 tackles, Melvin Ingram has 6 sacks and Jevon Holland has 2 interceptions.

The Buffalo Bills have won 4 of their last 5 home games. 

Josh Allen is completing 63.8 percent of his passes for 3,553 yards, 26 touchdowns and 11 
interceptions. 

Stefon Diggs and Gabe Davis have combined for 1,935 receiving yards and 16 touchdowns, while 
Isaiah McKenzie has 38 receptions. 

The Buffalo Bills ground game is averaging 133.7 yards per contest, and Devin Singletary leads the 
way with 642 yards and 4 touchdowns. 

Defensively, Buffalo is allowing 17 points and 319.3 yards per game. Damar Hamlin leads the Buffalo 
Bills with 80 tackles, Von Miller has 8 sacks and Jordan Poyer has 4 interceptions.

The Dolphins are 1-5 ATS in their last 6 road games and 3-7 ATS in their last 10 games overall. 

The Bills are 2-5-1 ATS vs. a team with a winning record and 2-5 ATS in their last 7 games overall.

 The over is 4-1 in Dolphins last 5 road games. The under is 9-2 in Bills last 11 games overall. 

The Dolphins are 2-7-1 ATS in their last 10 meetings in Buffalo. The underdog is 3-1-1 ATS in their 
last 5 meetings. The home team is 3-1-1 ATS in their last 5 meetings.

The Miami Dolphins have really rubbed me the wrong way these last 2 weeks, and their refusal to 
even mix in the run game is wild. The Dolphins have a combined 24 designed runs in their last 2 
games.

It’s clear Mike McDaniel has fallen in love with the passing attack, and it’s costing this team. The 
Dolphins have a long history of folding this time of year, especially when having to go up north. 

The Dolphins were just out west for two weeks and now get a third straight road game on short rest. 

Add in that the Dolphins are 1-5 ATS in their last 6 road games and 3-7 ATS in their last 10 games 
and are 2-7-1 ATS in their last 10 meetings in Buffalo.

Brutal spot. I wouldn’t be surprised if the Bills blow the fins off the fish in this game. 
Projected Score: Buffalo 30, Miami 13
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PRO FOOTBALL BEST BET

CHICAGO + 8½ Over Philadelphia by 1
Sunday Game

The Philadelphia Eagles and Chicago Bears meet Sunday in week 15 NFL action at Soldier Field.

 The Philadelphia Eagles have won 4 straight games. The Chicago Bears have lost 6 straight games.

The Philadelphia Eagles have won all 6 road games this season. 

Jalen Hurts is completing 68 percent of his passes for 3,157 yards, 22 touchdowns and 3 
interceptions. 

A.J. Brown and DeVonta Smith have combined for 1,795 receiving yards and 15 touchdowns, while 
Dallas Goedert has 43 receptions. 

The Philadelphia Eagles ground game is averaging 162.2 yards per contest, and Miles Sanders leads
the way with 1,068 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

Defensively, Philadelphia is allowing 19.1 points and 297 yards per game. T.J. Edwards leads the 
Philadelphia Eagles with 115 tackles, Haason Reddick has 10 sacks and C.J. Gardner-Johnson has 6
interceptions.

The Chicago Bears have lost 4 straight home games. 

Justin Fields is completing 61.7 percent of his passes for 1,896 yards, 13 touchdowns and 10 
interceptions. 

Darnell Mooney and Cole Kmet have combined for 901 receiving yards and 7 touchdowns, while 
Equanimeous St. Brown has 17 receptions. 

The Chicago Bears ground game is averaging 189.2 yards per contest, and Fields leads the way with
905 yards and 8 touchdowns. 

Defensively, Chicago is allowing 25.6 points and 350.5 yards per game. Nicholas Morrow leads the 
Chicago Bears with 84 tackles, Jaquan Brisker has 3 sacks and Eddie Jackson has 4 interceptions.

The Eagles are 2-6 ATS in their last 8 road games and 4-0-1 ATS in their last 5 games in December.

The Bears are 1-3-1 ATS in their last 5 home games and 0-4 ATS in their last 4 games overall. 

The over is 7-1 in Eagles last 8 games overall. The over is 7-0 in Bears last 7 games overall. The 
Eagles are 5-0 ATS in their last 5 meetings.

We know the Philadelphia Eagles have the potential to blow the doors off here, but this is a potential 
look ahead spot with the Cowboys on deck next week. 

It’s also going to be cold and windy in Chicago. 

Also, the Chicago Bears have had an extra week to prepare for this game, which has to count for 
something. 

If there’s a weakness on this Eagles team, it may be their run defense, that allows 118.3 yards and 
the fact that the Eagles are 2-6 ATS in their last 8 road games. Doesn't help that this is a look ahead 
spot with the Cowboys on deck next week. The Bears are the top rushing team in the league. I like 
the points with the Bears at home.
Projected Score: Chicago 24, Philadelphia 23
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PRO FOOTBALL BEST BET

NEW ORLEANS - 3½ Over Atlanta by 13
Sunday Game

The Atlanta Falcons and the New Orleans Saints meet Sunday in NFL action from Mercedes-Benz 
Superdome. 

Atlanta is 5-8 overall this year and coming off a bye. The Falcons last played in a loss to Pittsburgh. 
As for New Orleans, they had an open week as well following a loss to the Buccaneers on December 
5. 

Atlanta went 3-4 over their first seven games this year, losing to the Saints, Rams, Buccaneers and 
Bengals. Since then it’s been a 2-4 run for the Falcons featuring losses to the Chargers, Panthers, 
Commanders and Steelers.

Back on December 4 versus the Steelers, the Falcons trailed 16-6 by the break. Atlanta managed to 
get closer in the second half but ultimately lost 19-16. 

QB Marcus Mariota threw for 167 yards with one TD and one pick. Drake London caught six balls for 
95 yards.

Over on the New Orleans side, they hit a 2-5 run over their first seven games. 

The losses in that time were to the Buccaneers, Panthers, Vikings, Bengals and Cardinals. New 
Orleans is 2-4 in the six games since with losses to the Ravens, Steelers, 49ers and Bucs. 

In the Tampa Bay game on December 5, the Saints held a 13-3 lead going into the fourth quarter. 
New Orleans was outscored 14-3 from there in a 17-16 loss. 

QB Andy Dalton put up 229 yards and a TD. Rashid Shaheed led the receivers on 75 yards from four 
grabs.

The Falcons are 5-2 ATS in their last seven after a bye week and 5-2 ATS in their last seven in Week 
15. Atlanta is 1-6 ATS in their last seven overall

Meanwhile, the Saints are 1-4 ATS in their last five after an ATS win and 0-4 ATS in their last four after
a bye week. New Orleans is 5-2 ATS in their last seven after a straight-up loss.

New Orleans has had an extra week to think about their tough loss to Tampa Bay. The Saints posted 
298 total yards (232 passing) with zero turnovers in the defeat, but also had just 14 first downs and a 
5-of-14 rate on third-down conversions

As for Atlanta, they went just 3-of-10 on third downs in their loss to the Steelers, posting 18 first 
downs along the way. 

The Falcons may have issues with the New Orleans defense; the Saints have given up 20 or fewer 
points in four straight games. If the Saints offense can post an average effort, New Orleans will win 
and cover.
Projected Score: New Orleans 27, Atlanta 14
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PRO FOOTBALL BEST BET

LA CHARGERS - 2½ Over Tennessee by 14
Sunday Game

The Tennessee Titans and Los Angeles Chargers meet Sunday in week 15 NFL action at SoFi 
Stadium. 

The Tennessee Titans have lost 3 straight games. The Los Angeles Chargers have split their last 8 
games.

The Tennessee Titans have won 4 of their last 6 road games. 

Ryan Tannehill is completing 65 percent of his passes for 2,371 yards, 13 touchdowns and 5 
interceptions. 

Robert Woods and Nick Westbrook-Ikhine have combined for 776 receiving yards and 4 touchdowns, 
while Treylon Burks has 25 receptions. 

The Tennessee Titans ground game is averaging 121.2 yards per contest, and Derrick Henry leads 
the way with 1,199 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

Defensively, Tennessee is allowing 21.2 points and 365 yards per game. David Long Jr. leads the 
Tennessee Titans with 86 tackles, Denico Autry has 7 sacks and Amani Hooker has 1 interception.

The Los Angeles Chargers have split their last 6 home games. 

Justin Herbert is completing 67.6 percent of his passes for 3,706 yards, 21 touchdowns and 7 
interceptions. 

Joshua Palmer and Mike Williams have combined for 1,291 receiving yards and 7 touchdowns, while 
Austin Ekeler has 93 receptions. 

The Los Angeles Chargers ground game is averaging 84.5 yards per contest, and Ekeler leads the 
way with 634 yards and 8 touchdowns. 

Defensively, Los Angeles is allowing 25.1 points and 359.9 yards per game. Drue Tranquill leads the 
Los Angeles Chargers with 108 tackles, Khalil Mack has 7 sacks and Bryce Callahan has 3 
interceptions.

The Titans are 5-1 ATS in their last 6 road games and 8-3 ATS in their last 11 games overall. 

The under is 7-3 in Titans last 10 games overall.  The over is 15-7 in Titans last 22 road games. 

The over is 7-3 in Chargers last 10 home games. 

The Titans are 1-6 ATS in their last 7 meetings in Los Angeles and 1-8-2 ATS in their last 11 meetings.

The favorite is 6-2-2 ATS in their last 10 meetings. The home team is 3-1-2 ATS in their last 6 
meetings.

This feels like a classic letdown spot for the Los Angeles Chargers after a big Sunday night win and 
getting themselves back in the playoff race. The Chargers are one of those teams that lets you down 
the second you start to believe. With that said, the Tennessee Titans aren’t exactly lighting the world 
on fire with 3 straight losses, an offense that can’t finish drives, and they just lost at home to the 
Jaguars. 

The Titans are also 31st in pass defense, which is terrible when going up against Herbert who finally 
has all his weapons available. I’ll lay the chalk. Los Angeles Chargers -2½.
Projected Score: LA Chargers 31, Tennessee 17



THIS WEEKS GRIDIRON GOLD SHEET BEST BETS

Best Bet Best Bet Best Bet Best Bet Best Bet

CFB Must Order Bowl Packs Daily Bowl Picks

NFL Vikings - 5 Bills - 7 Saints - 3½ Chargers - 2½ Daily Bowl Picks
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