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NFL FOOTBALL PICKS

NFL Landscape - NFL Winners and Losers:

Winner: Trevor Lawrence
This is not a drill, he has arrived as a star. The Dallas Cowboys are perfectly capable of winning a
Super Bowl. If they don't have the best defense in the league, it's on a short list.

When it looked like the Cowboys finally got the one play they needed, they had to feel like they
escaped. Lawrence had the ball knocked loose at the end of a nice run and the Cowboys recovered
the fumble with a three-point lead and less than two minutes to go in regulation. Then Dallas' offense
couldn't get a first down. When the Cowboys punted, it felt inevitable that Lawrence would drive the
Jacksonville Jaguars down for at least a tie.

That's what great quarterbacks do; they put fear into any defense, even the good ones. Lawrence's
laser pass in between the arms of Cowboys safety Donovan Wilson found Zay Jones for enough
yards to get the Jaguars into field-goal range, and Riley Patterson hit a 48-yarder to tie it as time
expired in regulation.

Rayshawn Jenkins returned an interception to the end zone for the 40-34 Jaguars walk-off win in
overtime. Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback Trevor Lawrence had a huge game in a big win over the
Cowboys. Sunday's win was a huge moment for Lawrence. It was a look at where the Jaguars
franchise is heading. It's probably a big moment for the league as a whole, officially ushering in a new
superstar quarterback behind the velvet rope.

Jenkins provided the final highlight, but this win was about Lawrence. There's no doubting him
anymore. Ask the Cowboys' defense. He completed 27 of 42 passes for 318 yards and four
touchdowns. Even if the Jaguars don't make the playoffs this season — and don't count them out of
catching the Tennessee Titans for the AFC South crown, especially after the Titans' loss in the late
games on Sunday — it shouldn't be too long before Lawrence and the Jaguars take over the division.

There have been signs for Lawrence becoming a mega-star this season. There was the comeback
win over the Ravens, then another great game against the Titans last week. There was also some
trepidation. Lawrence has looked very good for brief stretches, and then followed it up with a dud.

It's time to stop worrying. Lawrence has arrived. He looks like he could be every bit the player he was
touted to be coming out of Clemson as the first overall draft pick last year. Lawrence shredded the
Cowboys last Sunday. Lawrence wasn't great last season, but he also was playing for Urban Meyer,
the NFL's worst coach in decades. Everything was a mulligan for Jacksonville last season.

Still, Lawrence didn't have a Dak Prescott/Joe Burrow/Justin Herbert immediate impact as a rookie.
His second season started with some ups and downs. At some point, Lawrence had to make the
throws. Meyer wasn't around to blame anymore.

If you watched the Cowboys game, there shouldn't be a lingering question about where Lawrence's
career is headed. He made all the throws. He looked spectacular against an elite team with a
fantastic defense. And it wasn't just one game. In the six games prior to Sunday, Lawrence had 1,362
yards, 10 touchdowns, no interceptions and a 111.7 passer rating. Then he had his big moment
against the Cowboys to validate that hot streak.

The NFL needs star quarterbacks. The 2021 draft class has struggled to live up to the hype, and that
included Lawrence until recently. As it turns out, all those personnel men and draft experts were right
about Lawrence after all. Before his second season is over, he looks like a surefire star.

If Lawrence backslides after this, it will be disappointing. Not that he won't have any more bad games,
but the concerns about him should be behind us. Lawrence is one of the best quarterbacks in football
already. If you aren't buying that yet, watch Sunday's game again.



WINNERS

Cincinnati Bengals after halftime: The Bengals looked miserable and hopeless for the first half
against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Then, suddenly, it changed.

The Bengals went from trailing 17-0 in the second quarter to scoring 34 straight points in a huge win
over the Buccaneers. The 34-23 win, along with the Baltimore Ravens’ loss on Saturday, means the
Bengals are in first place in the AFC North at 10-4.

The Buccaneers were terrible after halftime. They turned it over on four straight possessions (after
turning it over on downs with a botched fake punt) and let the Bengals back in the game. The Bengals
scored three straight touchdowns off of three of the Bucs’ turnovers. It was an incredible meltdown.
The Bengals will take it.

Justin Herbert: The Los Angeles Chargers quarterback won't start to get his proper due until his
team makes the playoffs. Last Sunday, Herbert and the Chargers took a huge step toward the
postseason.

After the Tennessee Titans tied the Chargers in the final minute, Herbert made a great 35-yard pass
on the move to Mike Williams. That set up the game-winning field goal in the final seconds and the
Chargers won 17-14. The win, along with Week 15 losses by the Ravens, Patriots, Jets and Dolphins,
put the Chargers in pretty good position to make the playoffs. That would be pretty big for Herbert,
who is already one of the NFL's best quarterbacks but hasn't had the team success to match his
production.

Jalen Hurts: He had a rough last Sunday. He threw two interceptions. The Philadelphia Eagles were
surprisingly in a tight game against the Chicago Bears.

Eventually, Hurts got it done. Hurts scored three rushing touchdowns and the Eagles improved to 13-
1 with a 25-20 win over the Bears.

Hurts' first touchdown came when a huge lane opened up for him on a Bears blitz. He rushed in for a
pretty easy 22-yard touchdown. He scored a pair of 1-yard touchdowns after that. Hurts also threw for
303 yards.

Hurts took over as the MVP favorite after last week. His rushing touchdowns and 300-yard game
should keep him in the lead for now.

Patrick Mahomes: The Kansas City Chiefs struggled to beat the Houston Texans despite being big
favorites, but Mahomes wouldn't let the Chiefs lose.

Mahomes completed 36 of 41 passes for 336 yards, two passing touchdowns and a rushing
touchdown, and after a Texans fumble in overtime, Jerick McKinnon walked it off with a 26-yard
rushing touchdown. It wasn't the best win the Chiefs have had, but the 30-24 victory was a huge one
in the race for the AFC's top seed.

It was a strange game for the Chiefs. They dominated most of the game but fumbles by Isiah
Pacheco and JuJu Smith-Schuster led to two Texans touchdowns. That kept Houston close.

The game went to overtime after Mahomes got the Chiefs in field-goal range but Harrison Butker
missed a 51-yarder. Kansas City's defense and McKinnon made the big plays in overtime to get the
win.

Mahomes did what he had to do to win. It wasn't the prettiest game for Patrick Mahomes and the
Kansas City Chiefs, but he did enough to get the win over a heavy underdog Texans team. (AP
Photo/David J. Phillip)

It wasn't the prettiest game for Patrick Mahomes and the Kansas City Chiefs, but he did enough to
get the win over a heavy underdog Texans team.



Mitchell Trubisky: He took the fall for the Pittsburgh Steelers' struggles early this season. He didn't
play well, but it wasn't all his fault the Steelers struggled. And it was also inevitable that rookie Kenny
Pickett would take over as the starter at some point.

Trubisky got a second shot and he delivered Sunday. Trubisky played well against a better-than-you-
think Carolina Panthers defense in a 24-16 win. A field goal with a little more than a minute to go
sealed the win. Trubisky completed 17 of 22 passes for 179 yards.

Trubisky is unlikely to reemerge as a starter anytime soon. He's on a two-year deal with the Steelers
and Pickett is the one they want to succeed as a long-term starter. But Trubisky could end up having
a long career as a high-level, highly paid backup. Games like Sunday help solidify him as that type of
option for the Steelers, or whoever else comes after Pittsburgh in his career. There are worse ways to
make a living.

LOSERS

Bill Belichick: We praise Belichick because the New England Patriots rarely make the dumb play to
beat themselves. Last Sunday, the Patriots made one of the dumbest plays ever to lose a game.

The Patriots were in a tie game with the Las Vegas Raiders on the final play of regulation when they
inexplicably started the desperate lateral play you see from teams that need a touchdown and have
one last play to do it. Rhamondre Stevenson lateraled to Jakobi Meyers, who threw the ball far back
toward quarterback Mac Jones. That was a really bad decision. When Raiders edge rusher Chandler
Jones picked off that errant lateral, all he had to do was break Mac Jones' weak tackle attempt and
run to the end zone. The Raiders won 30-24.

The Patriots didn't need to be lateraling the ball all over the place, risking a defensive touchdown
you'll sometimes see in that situation. All they needed to do was go down and play overtime. The play
started with three seconds left; a lateral play there has to result in a touchdown anyway because time
was expired. Getting in field-goal range didn't matter.

Belichick's team made a really bad, dumb play. It could cost them a playoff spot. You won't see that
kind of mental mistake often from the Patriots.

Everyone who watched Broncos-Cardinals: For those in the Arizona and Colorado markets, we’re
sorry. The Arizona Cardinals and Denver Broncos locked up in a bad football game. Brett Rypien and
Colt McCoy started. Trace McSorley came in for Arizona when McCoy suffered a concussion and the
game got even worse. Both offenses were fairly miserable. The Broncos won 24-15. Let’s never
discuss it again.

New York Jets defense: The Jets' defense had to know that with Zach Wilson back at quarterback, it
had to win Sunday's game. Wilson then played pretty well. And the Jets' defense couldn't close the
door.

Detroit Lions tight end Brock Wright caught a short pass on fourth-and-inches and was all alone. He
ran 51 yards for a go-ahead touchdown just inside the two-minute warning. Then Greg Zuerlein's 58-
yard field-goal attempt missed as time expired, and the Lions had a huge 20-17 win.

The Jets are hanging onto playoff hopes. The Jets' offense didn't score a ton on Sunday but it was
good enough. The defense couldn't get the play it needed to win. That will haunt the Jets in the
playoff race.

Atlanta Falcons: There was a time when the Falcons were 4-4. Then the wheels fell off. The Falcons
have lost five of six. QB Desmond Ridder struggled most of the game, completing 13 of 26 passes for
97 yards. He wasn't the answer to fix the Falcons' issues, at least on Sunday. He'll keep getting more
shots this season, but it's all about the future for the Falcons now. They were somehow still kind of in

the NFC South race until Sunday. The loss to the Saints should end those dreams.



PRO FOOTBALL BEST BET

CLEVELAND - 3 Over New Orleans by 7
New Orleans at Cleveland Under 33"~ by 6>
Saturday Game 1:00 ET

The New Orleans Saints and the Cleveland Browns meet Saturday in NFL action from FirstEnergy
Stadium.

New Orleans is 5-9 overall this year. The Saints beat the Falcons in their last game.
As for Cleveland, they’re 6-8 on the season and fresh off a win over the Ravens.

New Orleans went just 2-5 over their first seven games this year, beating only the Falcons and
Seahawks. The Saints are 3-4 in their last seven outings, losing to the Ravens, Steelers, 49ers and
Buccaneers with wins over the Raiders, Rams and Falcons.

Matched up against the Falcons on Sunday, the Saints were up 14-3 by halftime. New Orleans was
outscored 15-7 from there but still won 21-18. Andy Dalton threw for 151 yards and two scores, while
Alvin Kamara rushed 21 times for 91 yards.

Over on the Cleveland side, they hit a 2-5 run over their first seven games with wins versus the
Panthers and Steelers. The Browns are 4-3 since then, taking out the Bengals, Buccaneers, Texans
and Ravens along the way.

Last Saturday versus the Ravens, the Browns went into the locker room with a 6-3 advantage.
Cleveland shut down the Ravens in the second half for a 13-3 win.

QB Deshaun Watson put up 161 yards with one TD, and Nick Chubb added 21 carries for 99 yards.

The Saints are 4-1 ATS in their last five Saturday games and 5-2 ATS in their last seven in Week 16.
New Orleans is 39-19 ATS in their last 58 road games.

Meanwhile, the Browns are 5-0 ATS in their last five Saturday games and 3-8 ATS in their last 11 after
an ATS win. Cleveland is 1-4 ATS in their last five in Week 16.

Cleveland posted a nice effort in a smash-mouth game versus the Ravens over the weekend—helped
in at least some small part by the absence of Lamar Jackson.

The Browns didn’t play great on offense, though: they hit just 283 yards (140 passing), 19 first downs
and 5-0f-15 on third-down conversions.

As for New Orleans, they held Atlanta to just 89 passing yards in their win over the weekend. The
Saints gave up 231 yards on the ground but their early first-half success allowed New Orleans to stay
on top.

This one will likely be a defensive battle, relatively low-scoring game and a fun one to watch. Nick
Chubb had 21 carries for 99 yards last week against a stout Ravens defense. Quarterback DeShaun
Watson is improving weekly.

A whole lotta Chubb again this week. This is not a good spot for the Saints as they travel to Cleveland
where the weather will be a factor with a prediction of foggy and blustery cold weather. The UNDER
has cashed in six of the last seven played by New Orleans and each of the last four played by
Cleveland. Cleveland is coming off a game in which a total of just 16 points was scored.

Double Play Game:

1. Give me the home town Browns - 3
2. Take Under the total of 33%%.
Projected Score: Cleveland 17, New Orleans 10



PRO FOOTBALL BEST BET

SAN FRANCISCO - 7> Over Washington by 1
Washington at San Francisco Under 41 by 8
Saturday Game 4:05 ET

The Washington Commanders and San Francisco 49ers meet Saturday in week 16 NFL action at
Levi’s Stadium.

The San Francisco 49ers have won 7 straight games.

The Washington Commanders are 6-2-1 SU in their last 9 games. The Washington Commanders are
4-0-1 SU in their last 5 road games.

Taylor Heinicke is completing 61.4 percent of his passes for 1,693 yards, 10 touchdowns and 5
interceptions.

Terry McLaurin and Curtis Samuel have combined for 1,615 receiving yards and 6 touchdowns, while
Jahan Dotson has 23 receptions.

The Washington Commanders ground game is averaging 126.9 yards per contest, and Brian
Robinson Jr. leads the way with 652 yards and 2 touchdowns.

Defensively, Washington is allowing 19.7 points and 308.9 yards per game. Jamin Davis leads the
Washington Commanders with 87 tackles, Daron Payne has 8.5 sacks and Darrick Forrest has 3
interceptions.

The San Francisco 49ers have won 4 straight home games. Brock Purdy is completing 66.7 percent
of his passes for 678 yards, 6 touchdowns and 2 interceptions.

Brandon Aiyuk and Deebo Samuel have combined for 1,386 receiving yards and 9 touchdowns, while
George Kittle has 46 receptions.

The San Francisco 49ers ground game is averaging 133.4 yards per contest, and Christian
McCaffrey leads the way with 534 yards and 4 touchdowns.

Defensively, San Francisco is allowing 15 points and 286.1 yards per game. Dre Greenlaw leads the
San Francisco 49ers with 111 tackles, Nick Bosa has 15.5 sacks and Talanoa Hufanga has 4
interceptions.

The Commanders are 4-1 ATS in their last 5 road games and 6-2-1 ATS in their last 9 games. The
under is 18-7-1 in Commanders last 26 games overall. The 49ers are 9-2 ATS in their last 11 home
games and 19-7 ATS in their last 26 games overall. The under is 15-7 in 49ers last 22 games overall.

The Commanders are 3-0-2 ATS in their last 5 meetings in San Francisco. The underdog is 4-0 ATS
in their last 4 meetings. The road team is 5-1-1 ATS in their last 7 meetings.

The San Francisco 49ers arethe better team here, and they’ve had extra time to prepare. However,
the Washington Commanders are far from a pushover as they have one of the better defenses in the
league, and this is probably the best defense Purdy has faced in his NFL career. Therefore, the under
deserves consideration. The Commanders don’t give up anything easy, and each of their last 3 losses
have been decided by 8 or fewer points. The 49ers should win, but the Commanders have the ability
to hang, and that hook on top of the free touchdown could be key. Trends are your friends.

Double Play Game:

1. Give me the Commanders and the points.
2. Take Under the total of 41.
Projected Score: San Francisco 17, Washington 16



PRO FOOTBALL BEST BET

DALLAS - 1 Over Philadelphia by 10
Philadelphia at Dallas Under 50 by 6
Saturday Game 4:25 ET

The Philadelphia Eagles and the Dallas Cowboys meet Saturday in NFL action from AT&T Stadium.
Philadelphia is sitting at a nice 13-1 overall.

The Eagles beat Chicago in their last matchup.

As for Dallas, they’re 10-4 on the year after an overtime loss to the Jaguars.

Philadelphia has just the one loss to Washington this year. Otherwise the Eagles have collected wins
over the Lions, Vikings, Commanders, Jaguars, Cardinals, Cowboys, Steelers, Texans, Colts,
Packers, Titans, Giants and Bears in succession.

Matched up against the Bears on Sunday, the Eagles were up 17-13 going into the fourth quarter.
Philadelphia was able to hang on and took a 25-20 victory. Jalen Hurts threw for 315 yards and two
picks, but also led the rush on 61 yards and three scores.

Over on the Dallas side, they went 5-2 over their first seven games this year with losses to only the
Buccaneers and Eagles. Since then Dallas has hit another 5-2 stretch with losses to the Packers and
Jaguars.

Dallas was sitting pretty with a 21-7 lead at halftime in the Jacksonville game last weekend. The
Cowboys were outscored 27-13 from there and gave up a pick-6 in overtime for the loss 40-34. Dak
Prescott posted three scores and two picks. CeeDee Lamb caught seven balls for 126 yards.

The Eagles are 5-0 ATS versus a team with a winning record and 4-1-1 ATS in their last six in
December. Philadelphia is 1-4 ATS in their last five Saturday games.

Meanwhile, the Cowboys are 6-1 ATS in their last seven after an ATS loss and 19-7 ATS in their last
26 versus the NFC. Dallas is 8-2 ATS in their last 10 versus the NFC East.

I’m going to ride with the Cowboys in this one. The Eagles had some trouble putting away a
struggling Chicago team in their last game, posting three turnovers in the five-point win. Philadelphia
had scored 35 points in three straight games prior to that. It looks like they're coming down to earth a
bit and their now up against a formidable defense on the road again.

As for Dallas, they gave up 503 yards and a season-high 40 points in the shocking loss to
Jacksonville on Sunday, posting two picks along the way. That said, the Cowboys offense is still
humming along with 27 or more points in seven straight games.

The last time these teams met up on October 16, Philly posted a 26-17 home win. Dallas shot
themselves in the proverbial foot in that one with 10 penalties and three interceptions.

That said, | like the Cowboys in a bounce back and revenge mode here. Should be a great game,
though. Should be a rockem sockem battle and once again, the under deserves consideration.
Cowboys exact revenge in a fierce defensive battle.

Projected Score: Dallas 27, Philadelphia 17

1 Prefer 100% Guaranteed Refund Picks

Click Here
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PRO FOOTBALL BEST BET

PITTSBURGH - 1 Over Las Vegas by 9
Saturday Game 8:15 ET

The Raiders and the Steelers meet in week 16 NFL action from Acrisure Stadium on Saturday night.
The Las Vegas Raiders will look to build on their 30-24 win over New England in their last game.
David Carr has thrown for 3,348 yards, 23 touchdowns and 11 interceptions on 61.2% passing.
Josh Jacobs leads the Raiders in rushing with 1,495 rushing yards and 11 touchdowns this season.

Davante Adams leads the Raiders with 86 grabs and 1,275 receiving yards with 12 touchdowns while
Mack Hollins has 628 receiving yards as well this season.

On defense, Denzel Perryman has a team-high 79 total tackles while Maxx Crosby has a team-high
11.5 sacks this season.

The Pittsburgh Steelers will hope to build on a 24-16 road win over Carolina last time out.
Kenny Pickett has thrown for 1,797 yards, 4 touchdowns and 8 interceptions on 65% passing.
Najee Harris leads the Steelers in rushing with 790 rushing yards this season.

Diontae Johnson leads Pittsburgh with 77 grabs for 745 receiving yards while Pat Freiermuth has 630
receiving yards and George Pickens has 643 receiving yards as well this season.

On defense, Myles Jack has a team-high 100 total tackles including 59 solo tackles while Alex
Highsmith has a team-high 11 sacks and Minkah Fitzpatrick has 4 interceptions this season.

Las Vegas is 3-14 ATS in their last 17 road games against a team with a losing home record and 6-0
ATS in their last 6 games in week 16 while the under is 5-1 in their last 6 road games against a team
with a losing home record.

Pittsburgh is 4-0 ATS in their last 4 games against a team with a losing record and 4-1-1 ATS in their
last 6 Saturday games while the under is 8-2 in their last 10 home games.

The Steelers and Raiders are both sitting on 6-8 records with three weeks remaining and little hope of
making the playoffs. Still, this contest holds a particular level of significance. On December 23rd,
1972, The Immaculate Reception was born. Franco Harris made one of the most spectacular plays in
the history of the league. This will be the 50th anniversary of that reception, and what better time for
these two teams to battle it out on Christmas Eve? The loser of this Christmas Eve showdown will
officially be eliminated from playoff contention.

While they are still far from perfect, the Pittsburgh Steelers are 4-2 since the bye week and are fresh
off a road win against the Carolina Panthers. Kenny Pickett was out of commission with his second
concussion this past weekend, but we expect him to return to the field for this primetime event with all
eyes watching.

Pittsburgh has not fared well in this matchup — particularly in recent years. Since becoming head
coach of the Steelers, Tomlin is just 2-5 against the Raiders. Neither team is going to lie down in this
contest, but Pittsburgh doesn’t match up particularly well against this team. Still, there’s something to
be said about how the Steelers play in primetime. Rabid tailgating home crowd in ten degree weather.

Pittsburgh’s got some momentum cooking here and despite the fact that they’d need a lot to go their
way, they still have an outside shot at cracking the postseason spots in the AFC wild card hunt. I'll lay
the points with the Steelers here as they give their backers a Christmas Eve win.

Projected Score: Las Vegas 24, Pittsburgh, 17



PRO FOOTBALL BEST BET

Tampa Bay - 3 Over ARIZONA by 14
Sunday Game 8:20 ET

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers and Arizona Cardinals meet Sunday in week 16 NFL action at State
Farm Stadium.

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers have split their last 6 games.
The Arizona Cardinals have lost 4 straight games.
The Tampa Bay Buccaneers have lost 4 straight road games.

Tom Brady is completing 66 percent of his passes for 3,897 yards, 20 touchdowns and 7
interceptions.

Mike Evans and Chris Godwin have combined for 1,673 receiving yards and 6 touchdowns.
Leonard Fournette has 59 receptions.

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers ground game is averaging 74.3 yards per contest, and Fournette leads
the way with 568 yards and 3 touchdowns.

Defensively, Tampa Bay is allowing 20.6 points and 314.7 yards per game. Devin White leads the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers with 106 tackles, Vita Vea has 6.5 sacks and Jamel Dean has 2
interceptions.

The Arizona Cardinals have lost 3 straight home games.
Colt McCoy is completing 68.2 percent of his passes for 780 yards, 1 touchdown and 3 interceptions.

DeAndre Hopkins and Marquise Brown have combined for 1,297 receiving yards and 6 touchdowns,
while Rondale Moore has 41 receptions.

The Arizona Cardinals ground game is averaging 111.8 yards per contest, and James Conner leads
the way with 624 yards and 6 touchdowns.

Defensively, Arizona is allowing 26.6 points and 351.9 yards per game. Budda Baker leads the
Arizona Cardinals with 102 tackles, J.J. Watt has 9.5 sacks and Isaiah Simmons has 2 interceptions.

The Buccaneers are 0-4 ATS in their last 4 road games and 1-10-1 ATS in their last 12 games overall.
The Cardinals are 3-10 ATS in their last 13 home games and 2-5 ATS in their last 7 games overall.

The under is 10-4 in Buccaneers last 14 games overall. The over is 7-1 in Cardinals last 8 games
overall. The Buccaneers are 0-4 ATS in their last 4 meetings. The underdog is 4-1 ATS in their last 5
meetings.

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers are the better team on paper, and they have more to play for as they’re
still fighting for a division title somehow. The Arizona Cardinals have nothing to play for, they’re going
with a backup quarterback, and their defense is one of the worst in the league.

| have no choice but to go with the Bucs in this Christmas night game. Tampa Bay has had a rough
time as of late. The Cardinals have had injuries plague them all season. The Buccaneers need a win
here to stay in the playoff race. The Arizona defense have not been playing well and the Arizona
Cardinals have lost 3 straight home games. No way will | buck Brady on XMAS night.

I'm going with Brady and the Bucs offense should feast in this game.

Projected Score: Tampa Bay 28, Arizona 14
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THIS WEEKS GRIDIRON GOLD SHEET BEST BETS

Best Bet Best Bet Best Bet Best Bet
NFL Browns -3 Saints UN 33" Commanders + 72 Niners UN 41
NFL Cowboys -1 Eagles UN 50 Steelers -1 Buccaneers - 3
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GUARANTEED NBA XMAS SPECIAL COMING NEXT WEEK
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