The matchup between the Pittsburgh Panthers and the Toledo Rockets presents an intriguing
battle, with both teams seeking redemption after rough finishes to their seasons. Here’s a
detailed analysis:

Pittsburgh Panthers (7-5 Overall, 3-5 ACC)

* Recent Form: Pittsburgh started the season strong at 7-0 but suffered a significant
collapse, losing five consecutive games to close out the regular season. Their most
recent loss was a 34-23 defeat to Boston College.

* Key Players:

* Nate Yarnell (@B): Stepped in with a decent performance against Boston
College, throwing for 296 yards, 3 TDs, and 1 INT.

* Konata Mumpfield (WR): A consistent receiving threat, tallying 144 yards and a
TD in the last game.

+ Defense: Led by players like Rashad Battle and Rasheem Biles, the Panthers’
defense is a strength, especially against less potent offenses.

+ Strengths:
» Solid defensive unit capable of keeping opponents in check.

» Potentially explosive passing attack with Yarnell and Mumpfield.

Toledo Rockets (7-5 Overall, 4-4 MAC)

* Recent Form: Toledo ended the season poorly, losing their last two games, including a
21-14 OT loss to Akron—a bottom-tier MAC team.

* Key Players:

* Tucker Gleason (QB): Reliable but not spectacular, completing 31/44 passes
for 289 yards and 2 TDs in the last game.

» Connor Walendzak (RB): Provides a spark in the running game with 87 yards
in their last outing.

* Junior Vandeross lll (WR): A reliable target with 11 receptions for 84 yards in
the Akron game.

» Defense: Key contributors include Daniel Bolden and Cavon Butler, though the
unit struggled against weaker opponents.

* Weaknesses:
» Offensive inconsistency, particularly in the last two games.

» Struggles against teams with superior defenses.



Prediction and Analysis

Pittsburgh holds a clear edge in terms of overall talent, particularly on the defensive side.
While both teams are coming off disappointing finishes, Pitt’'s experience in a stronger
conference and their ability to keep games close—even in losses—gives them an advantage.

Key Factors:

+ Defensive Matchup: Pittsburgh’s defense is significantly better than Toledo’s and
should be able to contain the Rockets’ inconsistent offense.

+ Offensive Potential: Despite their late-season struggles, Pittsburgh has shown flashes
of offensive explosiveness, which could be too much for Toledo to handle.

* Motivation and Momentum: Both teams will be motivated to end their seasons on a
high note, but Pitt's superior talent and depth should prevail.

Betting Odds
» Spread: Pittsburgh -7
* Pick: Pittsburgh to cover the spread.

Final Score Prediction:
Pittsburgh Panthers 31, Toledo Rockets 17

Pitt’'s defensive strength and slightly more consistent offense should lead them to a
comfortable victory, covering the 7-point spread in this neutral-site matchup.
TAKE: PITTSBURGH -7
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